Clennon Washington King Jr.

 We all know that the first African American president is Barack Obama, but did you know that he wasn’t the first African American to run for president. In 1960, Clennon Washington King Jr. decided to do something no African American did before and that was creating a presidential campaign.

 Clennon was born July 18, 1920. He was the eldest of seven kids. His dad, Clennon Washington King, Sr. was a civil rights activist, student in college, and chauffeur. His mom Margaret Allegra Slater was a stay at home mom. One of his brothers, Chevenne Bowers king was a lawyer and had a courthouse in Georgia named after him. His other brother Slater King was a very successful real estate financial expert. His last brother Dr. Preston King was as you can tell a doctor and a pardon from President Bill Clinton. In all they were a successful family.


 In 1957, Clennon worked as a history professor at Alcorn State University, but at the same time he was also getting and sending debatable letters to the editor and articles by him on the subject of racial integration (or the laws separating and treating people different because of their race) led to students to boycotting their classes and then even threatening to boycotting the school. The school president was even fired as a consequence or punishment.

 In 1958, Clennon tried to have one of his children to integrate an all white elementary school, which would have been a first, but his wife and children didn’t have the courage and fled the idea. That year, he applied to an all white college and was committed and obligated to a refuge for making the attempt. One of his brothers C.B. King was able to free him, and additionally Clennon got the support 

of Martin Luther King Jr. The two of them met and later Martin Luther King Jr. wrote the governor on behalf of Clennon. Only two years later, James Meredith became the first black student at the university.
 

In 1960, Clennon ran for president as candidate of the Independent Afro – American Party with Reginald Carter as his running mate, winning 1,485 votes in Alabama, making him the first African American candidate for President. Clennon came in eleventh place of twelve candidates. That year John F. Kennedy became president with 34,220,984 votes. Much more than Clennon, but he still didn’t give up! Clennon ran for Country Commissioner, City Commissioner and the House of Representatives. In 1996, he even ran for mayor.

 At the end of his hardworking life, Clennon died February 12, 2000 because of cancer. In conclusion, Clennon Washington King Jr. was a very brave, successful, and determined man who made, changed, and helped shape history. He was much more than the first African American to run for president, he was also a fighter. He even got the chance to meet and work with Martin Luther King Jr. He is one of the reasons February is Black History Month!!! 
